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Dear Fellow Alumni,

I hope that you are well and staying safe!

This week’s article features, Dan Bryndle, from the Class of 1967. Dan is one of the more
accomplished hockey players to have graduated from O’Hara.  He has been involved in hockey
for much of his life and shared some stories that I included in this article.

But hockey stories are not the only ones that Dan shared in the interview I conducted with
him. He has had a long and very successful business career.  Dan’s authored two books and a
third will be published this month. The article also includes the story of the tragic loss of his
father and the response by the family’s “guardian angels”, a young couple that lived across the
street. And then, of course, there’s his appearance on Saturday Night Live! Thank you Dan for
sharing your story with us!

In sticking to the hockey theme of this article, I am awarding three assists to some special
O’Hara friends for there help every week with HawkTalk. The first is awarded to, Jill Monaco,
the Assistant Principal at COHS, for proofreading these articles before they are published. Jill is
especially observant for finding my punctuation errors. I often go by “feel” as to where I should
put commas, colons, semi-colons and the like. Jill seems to think we are better off following the
rules of punctuation. Thank you, Jill! (I proofread this page myself so if you see errors – blame
me!)

The second assist goes to Tom Wilkie, from the Admissions Office. Tom performs the thankless
proofreading duties when Jill is unable to do it. Although Tom is about 80 years younger than
me, I trust his suggestions explicitly because he was an English major in college and, like me, he
is a fan of Bruce Springsteen. I trust Springsteen fans.

The third assist goes to Renee Orr, the Advancement Director at O’Hara, who helps me
with the layout of the articles (usually minutes or even seconds before HawkTalk is published). 
Thanks, Renee!

Hope you enjoy the article!

Go Hawks!

Dave Lovering ‘74
Alumni Relations Coordinator                                                                  

DAVE: Dan, as I’m talking to you, I am looking out my window
at two and a half feet of snow in my driveway.  How are things
where you are?

DAN: (Laughs) I lived in the Buffalo area all my life until I
retired, so I know what you’re talking about. (Laughs) The last
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time I was in Buffalo, I slipped on some ice and broke nine ribs!
After retirement, we moved down to the Tampa area right on the
bay. The weather is great here in Florida! We do everything we
want; exercise, sit outside, whatever!

O’Hara Days

DAVE: How did you end up at O’Hara?

DAN: I grew up in Tonawanda, near Lincoln Park. It was within
walking distance to the ice arena there. There were nine
Bryndles. There were so many of us my father would say you have
to know two things: the names of all your brothers and sisters and
know who can run the fastest. (Laughs) Let’s see how I do. There
was Mary, Billy, Danny, Barbie, Dickie, Kathy, Karen, Tim, and

Jim. Cathy and Karen are twins and so are Tim and Jim. The two oldest went to Kenmore East
after a year at Catholic schools. After one year they were ready for public schools. (Laughs) The
next five went to O’Hara and the last two went to Kenmore East. The whole family had flaming
red hair. I was the oddball. My hair was more strawberry blonde.

I decided that I wanted to go to O’Hara because a lot of my friends from Blessed Sacrament
were going there. 

DAVE: What do you remember about your first days at O’Hara?

DAN: When I first walked in, I thought, ‘I’ve never seen so many lockers in my life!’ (Laughs)

I remember seeing a lot of young men walking around in robes and thinking I needed to behave
myself. (Laughs) We had separate wings. The guys were in one and the girls were in another.
The only time we’d intermingle was in typing class. Of course, I signed up for typing. (Laughs)
Things started to ease up our senior year. By then some of the other classes had both boys and
girls in them.

Another special memory I have is that in my later years at O’Hara, my friend and classmate,
Tommy Ryan, and I shoveled coal from 5:45 to 8:00 a.m. before school. His father was an
engineer in the Buffalo School System. They had coal operating heating systems at the time and
needed someone to shovel the coal from the pile to the large bins on wheels, then from the bins
to the system. It was very good money for a high school kid. And I managed to stay awake
during school too!

DAVE: Who were some memorable teachers?

DAN: In my junior year, my father died after having been in a horrific automobile
accident. After that, the priests at O’Hara kind of became my surrogate fathers in a way. They
were supportive of my siblings and me, in and out of school. For instance, Father Leon, Father
Bruno and Father Ignatius came to all my hockey games after dad died. I believe that they did
this because they knew of our circumstances and wanted to be there for me.

Father Roberts was my counselor. As a senior, I was ambivalent as to whether I would go to
college. Money was a concern. As my classmates began to get accepted to different colleges, one
of my friends asked me if I had been accepted anywhere yet. I told him of my ambivalence. He
suggested I go talk to Father Roberts. So I did.

Father Roberts said, “You play hockey don’t you?” I said that I did. He said, “I know you
do. And I know you’re pretty good. Will your coach write a letter of reference for you?’ I told
Father Roberts that I was sure that he would. Father Roberts said, ‘I think I can get you into a
school where you can play hockey if you want to.’ That conversation, led to me getting a four-
year hockey scholarship to the University of Wisconsin – Superior.

I enjoyed English class at O’Hara. I took some business classes there also.
My education at O’Hara was ‘all good.’ I learned enough to graduate! (Laughs)

DAVE: So, you played hockey at O’Hara. Any
other sports? What about clubs?



DAN: I really didn’t have time to join clubs
because I was heavily involved in athletics. I
played football, hockey and I was on the tennis
team for three years at O’Hara. I ran to be Class
Treasurer my senior year. The best part of my
campaign was my slogan: “Make a Bundle with
Bryndle.” (Laughs). 
I didn’t win.

I played football for three years. I made the
varsity as a freshman and was the back-up

quarterback. Boy we had some great players: Doug Hartmayer, Kenny Bazinet, and the
Haberstros, Phil and Jim. In my senior year, the coach wanted me to play defensive back. So at
the first practice of the year, I was with the defensive backs. We were doing a tackling drill and
I missed a tackle. A coach started in on me and said,’… if you can’t tackle you can’t be on the
team.’ So, I said, ‘OK’ and left the team. In the end it worked out because I was able to really
focus on hockey my senior year.

DAVE: Do you have a special memory of O’Hara?

DAN: I recall the friendships. I had so many wonderful classmates.

As I mentioned earlier my father died as a result of a car accident. Suddenly we were a family of
nine being raised by a single mother. It is a real credit to her that she got us through
everything. I will also always remember the kindness and compassion of the teachers and the
students of O’Hara and how they helped us get through it. 

O’Hara helped me in many ways.  While there I learned how to work hard, study hard, be
disciplined and keep my faith to guide me. 

Like A Rolling Stone

DAVE:   Tell me about the University of Wisconsin.

DAN: The University of Wisconsin - Superior was
close to Duluth, Minnesota. I was a big Bob Dylan fan
at the time. He was born and lived in Duluth for the
first six years of his life. So the first time I went there I
asked the taxi driver to take me to Dylan’s childhood

home. The driver said, ‘It’s not much to see Dan, you’re wasting your money.’ (Laughs) I told
him I didn’t care.  The driver was right, there wasn’t much to see. His family lived in the upper
flat of a small apartment. Still, I’m glad
I went to see it.

When I got to the university I met with the hockey coach. He was very apologetic but he told
me there was no room on the hockey team for me. He had filled the roster. I asked him if I still
had a scholarship and he told me I did, including for that year. Although we were a Division II
program, our games were all against Division 1 teams. There were a lot of Canadians who were
on those teams. Many of them played in the NHL.

My older brother, William came to visit me in Wisconsin when he was home on leave from
Vietnam. He was a helicopter pilot in ‘Nam. I’d watch the news reports from the war and knew
that flying helicopters was a dangerous job. He’d tell me about the war. He told me often to
study hard and stay in school so I wouldn’t get drafted.  

City of Good Neighbors

DAVE: How did you get hooked up with Bauer Skates?

DAN: In 1961, a young couple from Boston, Massachusetts
moved into our neighborhood, Richard and Mary Lou Igo. I



was 12 years old when they moved in, directly across the street
from us. They were both young – somewhere in their mid-
twenties. If the kids in the neighborhood were playing football
in the street, he’d come out and join in. He taught me how to
play hockey and he helped me get hockey equipment when I
needed it.

Richard was a distributor for Bauer. He really looked after us
when my dad died. He shepherded us through those times. He
hired me to work at his warehouse in the summer. He hired
some of my siblings too.  After college he hired me full-time for
Bauer skates.

He advised me on the courses I should take at O’Hara. I liked
English class because I liked to read and write. I still like to
read and write! But he encouraged me to take business classes

at O’Hara as well. I’m glad he did.

The kindness of this young couple is one of the blessings of my life and the lives of my
siblings. As you can imagine my mother carried a heavy burden losing her husband and having
to raise 9 children. This saintly couple did everything for me and my siblings and were an
immeasurable help to our mother. They saved our family.

A Fly On The Wall

DAVE: And after college?

DAN:  I worked for Bauer Canadian Ice Skates as a
salesman. Bauer at that time was the pre-eminent skate for
hockey. One of my fellow salesman, Woody Dumart, who
played for the Boston Bruins and is in the Hockey Hall of
Fame. I also got to know Donnie Bauer.

Early in that job I fit the Buffalo Sabres team for their ice
skates. That was when guys like Gil Perrault, Rick Martin,
and Jim Schoenfeld were on the team. I got to know them
pretty well and they would recognize me out in public.
Basically I took care of their skating needs and I’d deliver the
skates to them.

Next I was assigned to the New York City teams, the Rangers
and the Islanders. I took care of those two NHL teams, the Rochester Red Wings, and all the
college teams in that area.

I was there the day Mike Bossy came to camp for the first time with the Islanders. So, Mike
Bossy was 18 years old when he joined the Islanders. I was walking into the locker room and he
was behind me but I didn’t realize that. When I walked into the room the other players said,
“He looks like a ‘rink rat.’ I thought they were talking about me. When I realized they were
talking about someone else, I turned around and saw Mike Bossy. He had long hair, a tie-dye
shirt and a jean jacket. The players got on the rink for practice. After about a minute Bossy
skates over to Coach Al Arbor and said he needed to see the trainer. Arbor said, ‘You’ve played
240 junior games and you didn’t get hurt once. You’ve been here one minute and you’re
injured?’ Just then Arbor noticed three veteran players hiding behind their hockey sticks.

Arbor stops practice and calls the team over. He then gave the most dynamic speech I ever
heard a coach give. He said, ‘This is the most highly anticipated arrival of a New York sports
figure since Joe Namath. He comes here and gets mugged in less than a minute? From now on
treat him like he is your baby brother. If anyone comes near him - you know what to do. And,
Potvin (Dennis), if he has a runny-nose, give him your handkerchief.’ (Laughs)

Based on experiences like this, I wrote a book in 1994 called A Fly on the Wall. The book
encapsulates those very unique experiences being around the players in the National Hockey
League. It’s a cult book for hockey enthusiasts. I am currently



going ‘back and forth’ with Netflix as they are interested in the rights to the book.

Making His Mark

DAVE:   How long did you work for Bauer Skates?

DAN: I worked for Bauer from 1973 to 1983. It was
memorable and a lot of fun. From there I went to Puma
Athletic Footwear. It was an exciting opportunity and a
great company to work for. My boss was Dick Kazmeier,
the 1961 Heisman trophy winner from Princeton
University. After my years at Bauer, I had my sales
technique and my ‘system’ down pat. I became the
number one salesman for Puma. One day, Mr. Kazmeier
asked me to lunch in Boston to share my sales
methodology.

When it was time to order lunch he ordered a tuna
sandwich and iced tea. I ordered the same thing! I figured
he knew the best lunch at the club. During lunch I
explained my techniques. Later, he offered me a vice-
president position in Boston.   I was certainly flattered
but declined the offer because of family

considerations. My roots were deep in Western New York and I had promised my mom that I
would always be there for her. I never regretted my decision.

In 1986 I founded and was president of my own marketing and real estate development firm –
Cliffstar Associates. After college, on the advice of a friend, I had gotten into real estate. Over
the years I owned 140 separate units in Western New York. I’d buy the units, fix them up and
sell them. At the same time I got a broker’s license.

With Cliffstar, I created a publication, Real Estate Update, for two local real estate firms. That
worked out very well. We were printing 250,000 copies a month. I also was the Host of Radio
Real Estate, the Original Real Estate Talk Show. 
 
I also brokered the sale of a hockey equipment manufacturing company for Nate Benderson, the
owner of Benderson Development. In addition, I secured a five-year contract with the pay
phone division of New York Telephone to sell advertising in the pay phones. I ended up selling
the company to New York Telephone.
 
After that, I was hired as a consultant, then became National Sales Manager of Magic Software
Company. The company developed imaging software for the print industry. We sold the
algorithm to Apple Computer for use in their cameras. 
 
From 1998 to 2003 I was employed by an environmental firm as Sales Manager of the Special
Markets Division. My last stop was working for a fiberglass firm that expanded it’s offerings
and products through acquisitions.  

Live From New York – It’s Saturday Night!

DAVE:  I’ve been dying to ask you this question. How did you end up
on SNL on October 22, 1994?
 
DAN:  I used to walk into business offices and I’d hear people say
‘Look it’s, Frasier.” And I’d think what are they talking about? One day
I was talking to my neighbor and he said, ‘Dan have you ever heard of
Kelsey Grammar. He’s on television - you look just like him. ‘ He
invited me over to his house one night to watch the show ‘Frasier.’ I
brought my daughter with me. We watched ‘Frasier’ and I remember
my daughter saying, over and over, ‘That’s not my dad,’

Soon after that, I went golfing. I was by myself. I ran into a group of
guys none of whom I knew. One guy said, ’Hey Frasier, you want to



join us?’ At some point during our round, someone suggested I contact a ‘look-a-like’ agency.
He told me if I didn’t promise to do that, he would talk throughout my backswing all day. 

The next day, I called an ad agency.  I explained that I was told that I look like Kelsey
Grammar, can you use me?’ He said, ‘Absolutely.’ He asked me to send him a photo. I figured if
I was going to do this that I would ‘…do it right.’ As I investigated who I should go to have this
picture taken, one name kept coming up. I called him and he invited me to come in to his
studio. When I walked in even he started calling me Frasier!
 
He suggested we find a photo of Kelsey that the public would be familiar with. So we found a
People magazine with Kelsey’s face on the cover. So he replicated the photo, same lighting,
same background, same facial expression, same angles etc.
He took the photo and it was amazing.  Even I thought I looked like ‘Frasier’!

I sent the photo to the ad agency. One of their clients was Saturday Night Live. Within a week I
got a call from someone from SNL and they said, ’… do you want to be in a skit on Saturday
Night Live as Frasier’?  I said, ‘Sure!’

They flew me to New York on Saturday morning, the day of the show. On the plane, on the way
there, I had a first class plane ticket and I sat with a Buffalo Bills player who asked if I could get
him on SNL. (Laughs) We taped the segment and I flew back Saturday evening. There were
restrictions about my appearance because I was not in the Actor’s Guild. For example, I wasn’t
allowed to have a speaking part. During rehearsal a young lady came up and introduced herself
to me. She said, ‘I noticed you are from Tonawanda. I went to school at Mount St. Mary’s,’ she
said.

Dana Carvey was the guest host. Mike Myers was a cast member at the time. During rehearsal
he was wearing a Maple Leafs jersey. I went up to him and told him I was from Buffalo. He
said, ‘Oh, yeah. You guys have a good team. We haven’t won in forever.
 
DAVE: I’m surprised they never asked you to host SNL?
 
DAN: (Laughs) No, that was my first and only appearance on the show. People told me I could
make good money by impersonating Kelsey Grammar at bars on weekends in Austin, Texas
where there are a lot of Cheers bars. (Laughs) I don’t think my wife would have approved. It
was an amazing and memorable experience.

Win Now

DAVE: While working at your last job you wrote
your second book, Win Now Matrix. How did
that come about?

DAN:  I developed the Win Now Matrix for
sports, business and life. The matrix is best
described as an approach to achieving success in
different areas by adhering to certain “pillars”. I
developed the concept over time and
incorporated successful strategies I have
developed over the years in business, combined

with data analysis. I came up with the Win Now Matrix that is essentially a guide to highest
probability of success. The book was published in 2004.
 
In sports, my approach is to tell coaches how they can win, ‘right now’ with the players they
have. I’ve provided advice to the Minnesota Wild of the NHL. I have also advised the University
of Buffalo’s football team. The UB coaches called me in one day and I shared my matrix with
them. Since then they have set several school rushing records.

On a smaller scale, I’ve even helped the coach of my grandson’s hockey team. His team was in
the playoffs and I asked his coach if they were going to win their playoff game. The coach said,
‘We’re good defensively, but we can’t score.’ I said, ‘Really? I have a coaching technique that
could help you’. He said, ‘I’m all ears.’ I talked to him about using Wayne Gretzky’s peek-a-boo
move where a player takes the puck behind the net that gives them more options to score. My



grandson’s team won the game in double overtime by using the peek-a-boo play. The coach
called me on the ice after the game. He told me that they had spent the week practicing that
play.

I think of sports like it’s a Rubik’s Cube – all the parts are there, you just have to put them in the
right place.

Family
DAVE: Tell us a little about your family.
DAN: I have two children, Dana and Bryan, and three
grandsons. I coached my son in hockey and worked with my
grandson’s coach, to help them win their championship. The
boys are all active athletic and smart. My wife Patty has three
grandchildren that I adore. I love seeing them at all family
events. We moved to Florida in 2018. Like the rest of the
nation, we are wearing masks and keeping socially
distant. We were recently told that we are eligible for COVID
vaccination shots sometime this month.  It’s been a crazy
year.

What’s Next?

DAVE: What’s your next project?

DAN: (Laughs) Projects! Plural! I write articles for Cross Ice Hockey that is an online
publication. I really enjoy writing them.

I am in the process of setting up an online Speaker and Consulting firm for the Win Now
Matrix programs. I’m looking forward to working with coaches and players online on how they
can achieve immediate success.

I am also working on a third book. It will be published this month. It’s called Safety Talk
Between Parents and Teens. It’s based on conversations that my dad and I had. It’s my way of
honoring my dad and hopefully it will make a difference for young people and their moms and
dads today.

Thanks, Dan!

Throughout my interview with Dan I was struck by his exuberance to life. As I listened to Dan
recount events in his life, he gave me the impression that whatever Dan did in his life he did it
with enthusiasm. This enthusiasm for life is an attribute that we often ascribe to youth.

Thank you, Dan for sharing your story with COHS alumni. To thank you ad to give a nod to the
great Bob Dylan, here are some words for all of us to ponder …

                                                            "Forever Young"
May God bless and keep you always

May your wishes all come true
May you always do for others

And let others do for you
May you build a ladder to the stars

And climb on every rung
May you stay forever young

Forever young, forever young
May you stay forever young.

May you grow up to be righteous
May you grow up to be true

May you always know the truth
And see the light surrounding you

May you always be courageous
Stand upright and be strong



May you stay forever young

Forever young, forever young
May you stay forever young.

May your hands always be busy
May your feet always be swift

May you have a strong foundation
When the winds of changes shift
May your heart always be joyful

And may your song always be sung
May you stay forever young

Forever young, forever young
May you stay forever young.

                            Bob Dylan

Thank you to everyone who has made a gift to the COHS
Alumni Annual Fund. Your donations are so important to

everything we do!

Click Here to donate on our website

Don't forget about Amazon Smile!
COHS is a participating organization
in this program that gives back all
year, not just at the holidays. Use is
any time you shop Amazon to
support COHS. Amazon donates a
percentage of your order back to
COHS.

Please follow us on Facebook and Twitter to
keep up with what is happening at COHS!    

ADVANCEMENT DEPARTMENT:
Reneé Orr, Director of Advancement
Dave Lovering '74, Alumni Relations Coordinator
Barbara Tucker, Public Relations Coordinator

https://cardinalohara.com/donate/
http://www.facebook.com/cardinal.hs
http://www.twitter.com/cohstonawanda

