
Not Your Average Joe.

Joe Rhea never played in the 
NFL. He never even played 
college football. But he’s just as 
big a hero to many as all-time 
greats like Joe Montana,
Dan Marino and Brett Favre.

And as he likes to say, he’s
“Not your average Joe.”

At the age of 14, on
September 11th, 1984
Rhea sustained a broken neck
on the football field and was 
paralyzed from the neck down. 
The doctors said he would
never walk again.

End of story, right? Wrong.

Not only is Joe Rhea no longer in 
a wheelchair, but he walks, runs 

and skis, much to the amazement 
of doctors. Rhea’s inspirational 

story has helped countless others 
overcome devastating injuries and 

lead a full life. Through the 
Kansas City-based Think First 

National Injury Prevention Founda-
tion, Rhea has shared his story 

with thousands of people around
the world.

There are countless quality
speakers out there to pick from, 

but few can match the impact 
and inspirational message of a 
Joe Rhea speaker appearance. 
Many would consider it remark-

able that a Joe Rhea appearance 
can occur without a wheelchair, 
but he has much more to share 
than just his story of learning to 

walk again.  Through his own 
experiences, Joe has created

the following programs for
your students.

Share the inspirational story of Joe Rhea



“In the blink of 
an eye, your
whole world
can change...”

Meet

“What we do in life echoes in eternity.
           What is your echo going to say?”

Most Requested Collegiate Programs:

Joe says:

JOE RHEA.

For more information contact:
Phone: 913-486-9180 or E-Mail: joerhea@joerhea.com

BARS, CARS and CATASTROPHES!
The most powerful drinking and driving prevention program in 
the country! If you’re looking for an Alcohol program that actually 
reveals the perils of alcohol abuse and driving under the 
influence, this is the program for your school. No sugar coating, 
no nonsense, just straight talk about what can happen when a 
student chooses to drink and drive. Joe's ability to blend his story 
with the story of others, while incorporating videos from real life 
crashes, enables him to connect with your students and truly 
reach them on a personal level.

“Joe Rhea visited Troy University last evening. His "Bars, Cars and 
Catastrophes" presentation was powerful and important. Some of 
the visuals he used were graphic but his message was not lost on 
our student-athletes. The bigger picture of consequences of poor 
decision-making was right on. I would recommend Joe to all of you.”
~ Matthew Mayotte, Director of Student-Athlete Services
   Troy University, Alabama

 
FRESHMAN NOW!
The perfect program for incoming Freshman.  It combines 
Joe's most powerful program Bars Cars and Catastrophe's, 
with a finishing upbeat presentation.  Joe shares his inspiring 
story of overcoming his spinal cord injury.  How he was able to 
be successful even when the odds were stacked against him.  
He challenges your Freshmen to set goals and to make the 
most of the collegiate experience.  This program will ensure 
your Freshman get off on to the right start.

What students and administrators 
are saying:
 
“I loved hearing Joe. I believe he has saved lives 
by giving this message.”
~ Women's Volleyball Player, Oregon State University
 
”Joe visited our campus a few weeks ago as well. 
Our students were so inspired by his story. There 
were many students that stayed afterwards to talk 
to him privately. He made a huge impact on our 
athletes. I highly recommend him as well and hope 
to bring him back to Eastern Illinois University within 
two years.” 
~ Cindy Tozer, Life Skills Coordinator
 
“I loved this life skills presentation. I think it may have 
been my favorite one. It really makes you think about 
choices that we make everyday, and how they can 
make a huge impact on your life. Thanks for bringing 
Joe in!” 
~ Women's Golf Team Member, Utah State
 
”This was the best life skills presentation we have had 
since I have been here. He captivated the audience 
and sent us home with some new insight.”
~ Men's Football Team Member, Oregon State
 
“Joe, Utah State was extremely happy to have you on 
our campus to speak to the Greeks and to our 
student athlete population. You were so great to work 
with and it was nice to finally meet you face to face. 
You are an inspiring individual and a talented 
speaker.It does not matter who I am bringing in for 
programming, I always have a bit of anxiety before an 
event because I have required our student athletes to 
attend. My anxiety stems from the question are they 
going to enjoy it, are they going to leave this night 
thinking more deeply about what they have heard?
The initial scene was familiar, tired athletes dragging 
their feet and sitting in the back of the auditorium. 
But all it took was you beginning to speak to them 
and I emphasize the words speak to them not at 
them but to them.”
~ Amy Crosbie, Life Skills Coordinator


