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I am an award-winning science journalist regularly 
contributing to prominent magazines and newspapers like Scientific 
American, Discover, The Chicago Tribune, The Seattle Times, and The 
New York Daily News, as well as to a variety of radio and television 
outlets. I have produced documentaries for broadcast and I’ve written 
four books. I have appeared on literally hundreds of radio shows, 
including “The Bob Edwards Show” and “The Takeaway” and programs 
on NPR affiliates throughout the country. I’ve spoken at national and 
international conferences. On television, I’ve been a guest on Fox News’ 
“Happening Now.” 
 
Much of what I write about is deadly serious. But I'm 
also drawn to the lighter side of life. And so while, "by day," 
I'm a science journalist, "by night" I'm a humorist. What's fun about 
me as a speaker is that, when the topic calls for a light touch, I can use science and humor together to create 
delightfully grounded presentations for business and academic conferences.  
 

For example, what do microscopic demodex 
insects have to do with psychoanalysis? Plenty. 
In Buenos Aires in 2017 I told the analysts at the 
International Psychoanalytical Association about the 
demodex arachnids that, by the thousands, have sex on 
psychoanalysts’ faces every night. (Actually all adult facial 
skin is crawling with them.) I asked them how they felt about 
that. The psychoanalysts howled with laughter—and then 
were open to the research I had discovered for them about 
intimacy, the topic I’d been asked to address. My talking 
points weren’t all about Freud. I also told them about the 
birth of intimacy in the pygmy chimps (bonobos) that live in 
one small area of the Congo. I identified for them the first 
evidence of lipstick; Cleopatra crushed bugs and painted her 
lips with their blood. And I explained that in one South 

Pacific culture, during orgasm couples bite off each others’ eyelashes. The audience laughed … and so they also 
learned. 
 

 


